Case Study:  Using Perry Lakes Park as a model of grassroots efforts to save an environmental treasure
Threat:  Statements from State Wildlife and Fisheries Section people that the big trees of the Marion Fish Hatchery property will be logged.  Perry Lakes Park is located in the Fish Hatchery woods and logging the big trees will destroy a wonderful mature canopy floodplain hardwood environment and will greatly reduce the usefulness of the Park.
This threat to the “Park” is fully discussed and illustrated on the Park website

Park History:  see Park website History page
Involved Groups:

Alabama Department of Conservation.  Wildlife and Fisheries Section … owners


Perry County Commission…. Leesee of Perry Lakes Park Recreational Area   



  (“The Park”)


Perry Lakes Park Board

Stakeholders (Groups with vested interest in the Park):

People of Perry County


Auburn Rural Studio


Alabama Audubon societies (Birmingham BAS)


Alabama Nature Conservancy (owners of Bartons Beach)


Cahaba River Society

Involved Resources:  see Park website


Perry Lakes Park Recreational Area (“The Park”)



Approximately 172 acres


Marion State Fish Hatchery woods … approximately 600 acres
Habitat Description for Area of Interest (Perry Lakes Park/Marion Fish Hatchery woods/Bartons Beach):
The above conterminous areas compose a 1,000 acre tract of Cahaba River floodplain hardwood forest ecosystem  These three properties are recognized by most people as the “Perry Lakes Park” and the area will be referred to in this study as the “Park.”

Special and Unique Features of the Park:
The ecosystem is a splendid example of a mature canopy floodplain hardwood forest.  The three oxbow lakes add a swamp dimension that completes the biodiversity of the total ecosystem.

A trail from the Park allows visitors to experience Bartons Beach which is the largest gravel/sand bar of the Cahaba River.  The Cahaba River is the last major undimmed river in Alabama.  It has the greatest biodiversity of any river in North America.
The Park is located  in Perry County which is a member of the Black Belt.  Perry County is one of the poorest counties in the nation.  
The total Park area has great potential for expanded development into a major outdoors destination for education, research, recreation, and ecotourism.

Auburn’s Rural Studio projects (4) in the Park have made the Park an international outdoor place of interest.  Their 100 ft. tall birding tower is the tallest in the Northern Hemisphere.  It is an architectural marvel and a significant component of the Park.  
Wildlife and Fisheries Position:
The AL Wildlife and Fisheries Section has no line item budget provided by the State Legislature…for anything they do!  They operate from funds generated by fees, fines, and exploitation of Department of Conservation properties (land and forests…logging, selling, etc.).  The AL Dept. of Conservation has a long history of managing State resources for hunting, fishing, and for revenue production.  
No management plan for any forest owned by the State of Alabama protects any tree from being cut or any forest from having its big trees logged.
Even the “Forever Wild”  forests management plans (if any such plans exist) do not protect the big trees from being logged.  
The Dept. of Conservation considers trees that are old and have started to loose their economic worth as “wasted resources and a failure on conservation.”

Their concept of “conservation” is to exploit resources for their economic and utilization value. Here are a few Dept. of Conservation quotes:   “We practice conservation, not preservation.  We are not concerned with plants. Yellow Poplars are trash trees and need to be cut. We are dedicated to wildlife management.” (gun sports…Wilson).
The first management plan for the Marion Fish Hatchery woods (the Park) was a total clear cut and replanting with pines.

Fisheries Section people will call Stakeholder meetings before a final management plan is established for the Marion Hatchery woods.  Clear cutting the forest is no longer a consideration.  Logging of the big trees is still a significant threat and will be a threat until a plan is adopted that protects the mature canopy forest of the Marion Fish Hatchery woods (with includes the Perry County Recreational Area… the “Park”).

Organizations involved with forests in Alabama:

U. S. Forest Service – management of federal property located within the State of Alabama (National Forests; Wilderness areas)

Alabama Forestry Commission – assists citizens with private property forests and cities with urban forestry, etc.  They don’t manage State forests.

State Forester (yes, there is only one):  A single individual employed by the Dept. of Conservation.  This person establishes State lands forest management plans.

State Forest Management Plans of Surrounding States:
Tennessee – has an well-established preservation program that has operated for several decades.  They have a State “Wilderness” program similar to the Federal program.  The mature canopy forests are protected form logging.  Tennessee recognizes the total worth of their natural heritage.
Mississippi -  moving fast to establish State natural areas…the Lower Pascagula Forest is proposed as a new State wilderness.

Georgia – similar, if not worse, than Alabama in failure to adopt management plans that preserve mature canopy forests.

Grassroots Efforts to “Save the Park’s Forest.”
Over 3,000  “Save the Park” cards signed by people who care about our natural heritage have been sent to Governor Riley and to Conservation Commissioner Lawley.  These cards asked ford the Marion Fish Hatchery …”Park”… woods to not be logged.
Many community speeches have been given by Thomas Wilson and the Judson College Earth Team concerning this issue.

The Park web site expresses the logging threat and encourages people to join our preservation efforts.

Telephone conservations and email with State Fisheries people have promoted protection of the woods.

Workshops in the Park… such as Leading Edge Institute and Outdoor Action… have ignited the spirits and energies of many college students to join our effort the “save the woods.” 

Thank you,

Thomas Wilson

Outdoor Action Involvement in Saving the Park:
You can decide what is right for the Park and for the Hatchery woods.  Carefully study the Park web site and the above statement of the “threat to the Park.”

Those of you so moved will have creative opportunities to join the effort the save the big trees.  What you do is up to you.  Be well informed and be ready to lead in this effort.  

I look forward to meeting and working with you at Perry Lakes Park.  TW
